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PART XL Church and State

Church of England such question should be referred to an Assembly
of the Archbishops and Bishops of both provinces*

The Clergy, The clergy, like members of the armed forces, are subject not only
to special laws, but also to the ordinary laws of the land. They have
certain privileges (e.g. exemption from jury service and compulsory
national service) and also certain disabilities. The most important
legal disability is that no clergyman of the Established Church of
England, the Church of Ireland,1 or the Church of Scotland can be
elected to the House of Commons.2 It has been seen that the clergy
are still summoned to Parliament by the praemunientes clause.3

Property.          The Church of England is not a corporate body, and church pro-

perty is the property of various corporations, sole and aggregate,
which exist within the Church, e.g. the dean and chapter of a
cathedral or the rector or vicar of a parish. There must be specially
mentioned the ancient liability on all landowners to pay tithe for the
benefit of the Church, mainly for the support of the parochial clergy*
Tithe, originally a tenth of the fruits of the land, was commuted in
1836 for a charge upon land varying with the price of corn. The
Tithe Act, 1925, stabilised tithe rent charges and provided for their
payment in trust for tithe owners to Queen Anne's Bounty, a cor-
poration originally set up to administer property restored to the
Church in the reign of Queen Anne* By the Tithe Act, 1936, tithe
rent charges were extinguished. Tithe owners received stock in lieu
of tithe rent charges, and land subject to a tithe rent charge was made
subject to the payment of a redemption annuity for a period of sixty
years.

The largest holders of Church property were the Ecclesiastical
Commissioners. In the reign of William IV. there was a redistribu-
tion and fixing of the incomes of many bishops and cathedral
chapters. The surplus income was handed over to the Ecclesiastical
Commissioners, a corporation appointed by Act of Parliament, to
be administered for the general benefit of the Church. In 1948 the
Commissioners and those for Queen Anne's Bounty were merged in
a single body, the Church Commissioners for England, by the
Church Commissioners Measure, 1947. The properties of the Com-
inission are administered by an Estates and Finance Committee con-
sisting of three Church Estates Commissioners of whom two are
appointed by the Crown and not more than four of the Church
Commissioners. The Second Church Estates Commissioner is usually
a member of Parliament who, though not a Minister of the Crown,
replies to parliamentary questions on the Commission's affairs,

Advowsons.      An advowson is the right to present a clergyman to a benefice,

1 P. 83, ante.

* Priests of the Roman Catholic Church also disqualified by law,

8 P. 78, ante.
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